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• The Pre-Access course is designed for students who 
might be returning to education after a long break, who 
feel uncertain to go straight into a Level 3 programme or 
do not meet the entry requirements for the Access to 
HE. 

• Our Pre-Access courses will ensure you feel confident 
about progressing onto your Access programme and 
then on to Higher Education.

Pre-Access to HE



Key Information for Pre-Access 
Entry Requirements

• Maths: GCSE grade D/3

• English: GCSE grade D/3

Examples of units of study

Unit Name

Health, Social Care or Social Work Project

Introduction to Sociology

Effective learning 

Introduction to Psychology

The Living Body

Protection & Safeguarding in Health, Social 

Care & Social Work

Delivery 

Every week, you will attend 
three pre-access sessions, a 
maths session and an English 
session.



• The Access course is designed for you to gain the 
knowledge and skills needed to succeed in your 
chosen sector/industry. 

• The Access to HE diplomas have been designed via 
pathways, which will help you progress into your 
desired future career. 

• Close links with Universities and industry 
professionals will ensure what you learn reflects 
the world of work and study in your field.

Access to HE Diploma



Access to HE – Pathways and Entry Requirements 

Access to Nursing 

& Midwifery

Access to Science 

& Allied Medical 

Professions

Access to Humanities
• History

• Politics

• Teaching

• Law

Access to Social Work 

& Social Sciences 
• Criminology

• Law

Access to Computing Access to 

Business

Essential entry 

Requirements

GCSE Maths –

C/4 or above

GCSE English –

C/4 or above

GCSE Maths –

C/4 or above

GCSE English –

C/4 or above

GCSE Science –

B/5 or above

or

2 at C/4 or above

GCSE Maths – C/4 or 

above

GCSE English – C/4 or 

above

GCSE Science – C/4 

or above
GCSE Science only required if 

taking a teaching pathway

GCSE Maths – C/4 or 

above

GCSE English – C/4 or 

above

GCSE Maths –

C/4 or above

GCSE English –

C/4 or above

3 x other GCSE’s –

C/4 or above

or

Merit in a BTEC Level 2 

qualification in a 

computing or IT 

related field.

GCSE Maths –

C/4 or above

GCSE English –

C/4 or above

Desirable 

entry 

requirements 

GCSE Science –

C/4 or above

All Access to HE Diplomas are 60 credit level 3 qualifications

Please note, GCSE English grade must be the language element.
Literature will not be taken in to account.



Access to Nursing 

& Midwifery

Access to Science 

& Allied Medical 

Professions

Access to 

Humanities

Access to Social 

Work & Social 

Sciences 

Access to 

Computing 

Access to 

Business

Mode of 

delivery 

Full time –

2 full days in college 

Part time –

2 evenings in 

college 
(Tuesdays and 

Thursdays)

Duration The course starts September 2021, and will finish in June 2022

Access to HE – Course Delivery



Pre-Access and Access to HE courses
• Our Pre-Access and Access to HE courses will help you to develop a range 

of study skills and other transferable skills to support you in your 
progression to either the Access to HE diplomas or degree courses. 

• On all our courses you can expect tutors who are inspirational, 
professional and diligent, with experience in both teaching Pre-Access, 
Access to HE and experience of Higher Education Institutions.

• We ensure that all Pre-Access and Access to HE learners feel valued and 
supported, and that you enjoy your time studying with us.  As a student 
at Tameside College, you will have full access to the wider college 
network should you need any additional support.  From learning needs, 
financial needs, or emotional support we have a dedicated team of staff 

who are here to help you succeed in your course.



Expectations of learners

• We have high expectations of all our students, so you can expect to 
be challenged in your studies and stretched to new academic levels 
of knowledge and understanding. 

• We expect you to demonstrate a professional attitude in and 
around the college.

• We expect you to seek out and be receptive to feedback and 
support during your time on programme.

• We expect you to demonstrate a commitment to reflect, evaluate 
and develop your own performance. 



Fees for Access to HE Diplomas 
2021/22 

Access to Nursing 

& Midwifery

Access to Science 

& Allied Medical 

Professions

Access to 

Humanities

Access to Social 

Work & Social 

Sciences 

Access to 

Computing 

Access to 

Business

£3384.00 £3384.00 £3022.00 £3022.00 £3928.00 £3022.00

• You can apply for an Advanced Learner Loan if you are aged 19 or over

• If you are aged between 19-23, and you don’t have a qualification at this level, tuition fees will 
be waived

• Nursing bursaries are available

• College bursaries available via application (criteria to be met)

Fees/funding is correct as of 28.04.2020, however this could be subject to change – check the website www.tameside.ac.uk for more information

http://www.tameside.ac.uk/


Progression 
Pre-Access learners can progress onto one of our Access to HE Diplomas at Tameside College. 

Access to HE learners that have studied at Tameside College have progressed onto University courses at 
the following institutes;

• University of Manchester 

• Manchester Metropolitan University

• Salford University

• University of Huddersfield 

• University of Chester

• Edge Hill University 

We also have a range of HE courses available at Tameside College:

• HNC/HND in Business

• HNC/HND in Computing and Systems Development

• HNC/HND in Sport and Exercise Science

• HNC/HND in Electrical / Mechanical Engineering

• Foundation Degrees in Teaching Assistants / Early Years

• Certificate in Education / Professional Graduate Certificate in Education / Post Graduate Certificate in 
Education

• BA (Hons) in Education / BA (Hons) in Young People’s Education, Curriculum and Development



Next steps… 

You have read through the presentation and should have an idea of the type of 
course you are interested in. 

Please respond to Rhiannon.Venables@tameside.ac.uk with your desired course and 
send copies of GCSE certificates/qualifications.

If not already done so, you may be required to complete an application form 
(Rhiannon will inform you of this when you make contact).

If you require further advice/guidance, or are unsure of the pathway you need to 
take, then please let Rhiannon know and a member of our Access team will get in 
touch with you.

After you have sent in proof of qualifications, and entry requirements are met, 
Rhiannon will then process your offer and an email with confirmation of your 
chosen pathway will be sent to you.

mailto:Rhiannon.Venables@tameside.ac.uk


Frequently Asked Questions: Access to HE  
• How do I apply for university?

You will have support from our student services team and your personal tutor to complete your UCAS application when you 
start classes.

• Will we get a schedule at the start of the course showing the dates for units and submission deadlines?

Yes, your tutors will give you this in the first week so you can plan your year with us.

• Is there any financial support for resources such as book and IT facilities?

Yes, you can apply for a bursary through the college – more information can be found by visiting www.tameside.ac.uk

• Do I need to have experience in the field I want to progress to?
No but work experience is always good on your UCAS personal statement so we encourage it where possible.

• Are the holidays the same as school holidays?
We follow Tameside College’s term dates – for more information, please visit our website www.tameside.ac.uk

• When do I find out the timetable?

Your timetable will be issued to you during the enrolment stage (August).

http://www.tameside.ac.uk/
http://www.tameside.ac.uk/

